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I t ’s late on a Saturday evening. Pizza
boxes and empty cans of Mountain
Dew are strewn across tables as a de-
velopment team waits to  hear
whether its latest software release was
deployed into the production envi-
ronment successfully. The phone

rings, and the team leader grabs it as
the others watch expectantly. They
g roan and swear when they get the
n e w s — i t ’s going to be a long night

spent deploying a previous re l e a s e
back into pro d u c t i o n .

If you’ve ever sat through a de-
ployment of software into a pro d u c-
tion environment, you know the
agony of finding out something went
w rong. And to add insult to injury,
redeploying a previous version can be
nearly as painful, especially if your
VCS (version-control system) isn’t up
to snuff. 

V ersion control is an integral
p a rt of the development and
deployment process, and to re-

vert smoothly to a previous version or
manage geographically diverse devel-
opers, a flexible, easy-to-use VCS is a
must. More o v e r, today’s VCSes can
help network administrators keep
their ducks in a row as well (see “Ver-
sion Control: Not Just for Developers
A n y m o re,” page 76). We looked at
several products in our Real-Wo r l d
L a b s® in Green Bay, Wis., and found
that today’s offerings provide a wide
a rray of support, from the bare - b o n e s
essentials re q u i red for sourc e - c o d e

c o n t rol to almost complete software -
change management. 

We invited Merant, Micro s o f t
Corp., Mortice Kern Systems, Per-
f o rce Software, Rational Software
Corp. and SiberLogic to join our
head-to-head comparison, and we
also looked at the open-source Con-
c u rrent Versions System, or CVS.
Rational Software declined—it’s not
p a rticipating in software reviews at
this time—and Merant  never an-
s w e red our queries. So we down-
loaded CVS, loaded up the rest of

R E V I E W

O N O B J E C T S A N D A C T I O N S.  
WI NCVS, A N O P E N-S O U R C E C O M PA N I O N T O

CVS, P R O V I D E S A G R A P H I C A L F R O N T E N D T O T H E

MO RT I C E KE R N SY S T E M S’ SO U R C E IN T E G R I T Y

O F F E R S T H E C A PA B I L I T Y T O S E T A C C E S S R I G H T S

NC

V E R S I O N - C O N T R O L S Y S T E M  F E AT U R E S
Mortice Kern Systems

Concurrent Microsoft Source Integrity Enterprise Perforce Software SiberLogic
Versions System Visual SourceSafe 6.0b Edition 8.1; Integrity Manager 4.2 Perforce 2000.2 SiberSafe

Platform (server and client) AIX, BeOS, BSDI, HP-UX, Irix, Windows 9x/NT/2000 Linux, Solaris, AIX, Alpha VMS, Amiga, BeOS Windows NT/2000
Linux, Mac OS, MS DOS, OS/2, (AIX, HP-UX, Irix, Mac OS, Sun Windows 9x/NT/2000 Cygwin, FreeBSD, HP-UX, Irix,

Sun OS, VMS, Wi n d o w s SPARC Solaris via partner software) Linux, Mac OS, NetBSD, OpenBSD
9 x / N T / 2 0 0 0 OS/390, QNX, SCO, Solaris, Sun OS,

Windows NT/2000, VaxVMS

Web interface Y N N Y N

Defect tracking N N Y Y N

IDE integration Borland JBuilder, Forte, Microsoft SCC API Allaire ColdFusion Studio 4.5, IBM Visual Age for Java, Microsoft SCC API
KDevelop, Metrowerks Borland JBuilder 3.0, IBM Visual Metrowerks CodeWarrior, Microsoft
CodeWarrior, Microsoft Age for Java 3.5, Microsoft SCC API, SCC API, TogetherSoft Together,
Development Studio Rational Rose 2000e Enterprise WebGain Visual Cafe

Edition, Starbase CodeWright 6.5,
Sybase PowerBuilder 7.0
WebGain Visual Cafe 4.0

Web site deployment N Y N N Y

Archival N Y N Y Y

RCS-style keyword expansion Y Y Y Y N

Repository RCS Proprietary Enhanced RCS RCS Proprietary, Microsoft Access

Price Free (open source) $600 per user Source Integrity Enterprise $549 per user, $279 No charge for 1 to 5 users, $200
Edition 8.1 (SIE), $4,000 for serv e r, upgrade per user for 6 to 10 users, $190 for 11

$750 for named client user and to 40 users; SiberSafe 2.1 XML,
$2,250 for floating client; Integrity $350 for 1 to 5 users, $330 for
Manager 4.2 (IM), $750 for named 6 to 10 users
client user and $2,900 for floating

client; combination pricing: SIE
& IM client (named), $1,400; SIE

& IM client (floating), $1,900
Y  = Y E S     N  = N O
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